Bible Study
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When Paul wrote to Timothy in II Timothy 2:15, he was encouraging him to make it his aim to be approved of God, thereby being a workman that did not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.  So we see in this verse the need to study so we can know what the Scripture says, and how to apply it.  It does not take much TV watching or listening to the radio to understand that there is much “wrongly” dividing of the Word taking place.  So, as a Christian then, it is necessary that we study the Bible for our own understanding, and so we might teach correctly.   God has given us His Word, but He expects us to read it, study it and even commit it to memory.  He then, through the Holy Spirit will bring to our memories portions of Scripture that would apply to a given situation.  


But how do we go about studying in the first place?  What kind of helps would we need if any?  Since I am not a scholar and I don’t know any Greek, how can I really understand what I am reading?  May I offer some suggestions?  This is only a beginning, but I believe it will be helpful.

  
The first and most important thing is prayer.  Ask for wisdom and understanding from our Heavenly Father, and the Holy Spirit will come to your aid.  After you pick a book to begin your studies, made it a point to be consistent and regular.  Do not study “on and off”, but set aside a time or times every day to study.  As you begin reading pay close attention to what is actually being said. Look at the verses before and after.  Determine whom the passage is talking to or about.  Look at every word.  If you are not sure about a word meaning, look in the dictionary. (I know, it sounds simple, but believe me, it works!)   Look for any instructions or principles that would apply to you.  And remember, to be aware of three entities in the Scripture:  Jew, Gentile and Church.  Keeping these three separated in your studies will help in the understanding and applying process.


A few study helps will make your studies a lot easier and more productive.  I would suggest the following;  Strong’s Concordance, a good Bible Dictionary, and a good commentary on the whole Bible.  J. Vernon McGee has a very excellent set of about 5 volumes that are very inexpensive.  The KJV is my choice of versions, but the New KJV is perhaps more readable.  There are several good study Bibles on the market.  I have a Scofield KJV but the Thompson Chain Reference is good as is the McArthur Study Bible.  Choose one you like, and it will make your study time a little easier.   


To a preacher or missionary good books and study materials are like tools to a mechanic.  They are indispensable.  Over the past 25 years I have accumulated some 1500 volumes.  The problem is I always seem to see another book I just have to have.  Of course, you need not go to that extreme, but you will find there are many good books out there to help in your Bible study.


The web is another good place to find a lot of free study aids.  There are many public domain books that are available for the reading at several sites.  There are study guides, and in some cases free study materials.  There is so much available in this medium that you will have to limit yourself as to time.  


So, as Paul told Timothy to study the Word to be able to rightly divide it, you and I need that same encouragement.  So, lets study the Word on a regular basis. It will pay great dividends!

