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On September 11, 2001, America experienced a devastating blow.  Once again we were caught with our guard down.  The result was massive financial loss, not to mention massive death.  Man has once more shown what will be when God and the Bible are totally ignored.  Sin will reign.  Men will try to rule over other men by any means at their disposal.  Men will kill and maim other men with no respect or regard for women or children or beast.  Such is the nature of fallen mankind.


On December 7, 1941, American was also caught with it’s guard down.  Massive death and destruction took place, lives were lost on a wholesale basis, and we were plunged into a second World War.  All through history we have been taught that the price of freedom is eternal vigilance, and there is always some men who are ready to risk all to conquer and rule other men who are weaker or who will not resist.


With all this in mind, we would ask “What will the new year bring”?  Where is peace?  When will the wars stop?  What am I to do in the coming year?   These are all good questions.  And as Christians, we know that there will be no real peace until the Prince of Peace Himself comes again.  We know from the Scripture that His coming will take place...all in His timing.


So, how are we going to face the coming year’s uncertainties with an attitude of victory?  In the book of Deuteronomy, we find the children of Israel on “this side” of the Jordan looking over into the Promised Land.  They had been out in the wilderness for 40 years.  They had suffered hardships for sure, and they had complained continuously.  But if they would have just opened their eyes they would have observed the Lord Himself taking care of them on a daily basis.  


So Moses takes the time to review their experience and to challenge them about the land that the Lord had promised them.  He reminds them of the Lord’s care and provision.  He shared with them a “curse” and a “blessing”. The curse would be God’s dealing with them in judgement if they rebelled against Him, and His blessings upon them if they would live in obedience to His laws.  


Moses said God had set before them, the land.  What has He set before us the church?  He has set before us a field that is white unto harvest and a command to go forth into this field and tell them how much He loves them and how He proved it at a place called Calvary.  We are to continue to pray, study His word, witness to our piers, and upon winning them, begin to teach them and equipment them so they can then go out and do the same thing for others.  


In other words, whether good times or bad, we are to press on.  We keep on praying...we keep on studying the word, we keep on witnessing to friends, neighbors and strangers, we keep on working in the local assembly, we keep on giving of our time...our talent...our treasure...we simply keep on working until Jesus comes.  


So, what is ahead for us?  It may be good times...it may be hard times...but here is how the Holy Spirit said victory would come...”This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein:  for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” Joshua 1:8 


May our stance toward the new year be like Paul as he said in Phil. 3:14...”I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”.

