MY PRESIDENT
Rev. Jack R. Elliott

The year 2008 was a year of change in many ways.  Some good, and some not so good.  Thinking on the “good” side, we as a nation reached a mile-stone and traveled a pathway we had never before traveled.  America elected an African-American President!  Think of it!  America is now changed forever.  Historians and politicians will debate this event for years, yea, centuries trying to decide if it was a good thing for the country or a bad thing.  And, time will tell.


We as Americans have traveled from a time of slavery and civil War and hating of Blacks…all the way around to electing a black president.  We have indeed come a long way.  Even Christians have been caught up in a world of prejudice.  Are we past all that?  Sad to say…no, some still lingers.  But as Christians, we must stay within the guidelines of the Bible and reject all such prejudicial leanings.
Barack Obama became the 44th president of these United States of America.  How do you think he will rate as time goes on?  Well, if you are a Biblical Christian, there may be many areas of concern.  Already, it seems that any radical group can have total freedom of speech…but not Christians!  Anything in the public arena that remotely sounds like something Christian or Biblical is subject to be struck down as “unconstitutional”.  
We are more and more becoming a society in which the law abiding Christian is pictured as the villain and the town idiot.  We cannot pray in public if we use the name “Jesus”, and God forbid that any kind of “sin” be mentioned…why that is to be labeled as a “hate-crime”.  What a society we live in.

Now that Obama is “my president” how do I see that affecting my life and walk for Christ.  A number of things come to mind.  My “president” does not want our Military Chaplains to pray in the name of Jesus.  How strange…for one who says he is a “Christian”.   He is moving full steam ahead in the area of abortion.  He wants to even take away the freedom of those in the medical field to decide to not take part in any abortion activity if is a violation of their beliefs.  I find a real conflict here.  I believe he has lied to me and the American people.  Abortion is murder.  It is condemned in the Scriptures.  So something is wrong when a real Christian supports the murder of an innocent baby.  

We as Christians are well aware of the fact that America is in dire need of the “great physician”.  And we also know what is going on in society because we have read the “last chapter”.  And further, we know that no one, president or king, great or small will be able to cure our nation and bring a lasting peace other than the “Prince of Peace” Himself…Jesus of the Bible…the very one that society in general wants to ban from the public arena.  How sad.  The only answer to the problem lies in the One whom all the nations are rejecting.  

I believe in the Bible.  I take it to be my only “rule-book” for daily life.  It answers the questions of my origin…what am I doing here…what is my purpose…where am I going…is God real…and such.   This Bible is the only trustworthy source of the answer to these and many other questions.  The God of the Bible is a God who loves people…he hates wrong-doing, but he still loves people.  So much so, that He sent His only Son to this world to die a horrific death to pay a debt for disobedience to Him that His Son did not owe…but I did…and the entire human race did!  This Bible reveals all this to me, as well as the fact that I need a new heart and new nature because the old nature and old heart is despicable, and capable of even killing another individual.  My God, the God of the Bible does not advocate the killing of all those who do not believe as we do…He loves them and has gone out of His way to bring them to Himself.

The God of the Bible has also revealed to any who will accept it that He is the sovereign of the universe and has the ultimate control of the outworking of history.  In fact, history has been “pre-written”, the end has been settled and this God of the Bible has given instructions as to how you and I are to live while on this earthly journey.  God is able to raise up kings and put down kings.  Obama does not know it yet, but he is a pawn in the hand of the Lord of Hosts!  The Media had their part in swaying this election, but God is performing exactly what He has already pre-ordained to take place.  It is in His permissive will or maybe even His direct will that Barack Obama now occupies the most powerful position in the world.  God even uses Satan himself to carry out His plan.  Remember the book of Job?
It is with this in mind that I think of my president.  He has been elected to the highest office in this land, and probably the most respected office in the world.  He does not stand for many of the things that I stand for.  That is, abortion is murder; marriage is the union of one man and one woman; the Biblical family is the building blocks of society, small government is to preferred, no socialistic leanings, and certainly no liberal doctrine and teachings.  However Barack Obama is now my president because I believe in our American way, and he was elected by the majority of her people. I believe it to be His will.  I will abide by the rules.

Now, I return to this “Bible” I have been speaking of.  This book which has laid out for me my “marching orders” so to speak.  I find that I am instructed to pray for kings and those in authority.  I am to respect the office they occupy.  I am to be obedient to the laws of the land…as long as they do not oppose the laws of the Bible.  I learn that God was the one who ordained civil government in the first place and He has the correct view of what it is all about.  Government is to establish laws, punish evil-doers and provide for me a society in which I may live peaceable with other citizens.  
Do I agree with all my president says or does? Certainly not!  Did I vote for him?  Certainly not!  Would I vote for him if he runs again?  Certainly not!  But…I will pray for him.  I will hold him up before the Lord of Lords and King of Kings and ask Him to protect my president from those that would do him harm.  I will ask for wisdom that my country be led in the path of righteousness that we may receive the blessings of my Lord.  I will ask that the Lord put a “hook in his nose” and lead my president in the way of righteousness, because it is righteousness that exalts a nation.  I will abide by the laws of the Land, as long as they do not contradict the laws of my Bible, because that is one thing among many that makes America what she is…but most important in the making of America is that she has been blessed by the God of the Bible.  Will that blessing continue?  Not unless we return to Him in faith and righteousness.  
Dear reader, it is my fervent desire that you would join with me in praying for our president of these United States that she as a nation may long endure.

