WHICH WAY IS THE RIGHT WAY?
Pastor Jack R. Elliott


“I am confused!” you may say.  And perhaps rightly so.  Are you trying to find answers…real answers…to life’s questions, and the ups and downs that seem to be all too frequent?  If so…you are not alone.  There seems to be more questions than answers, and when an “answer” is discovered, it actually seems to spawn even more “questions”.  So, what can a person do who really does desire to find the answers to these questions?


My friend, I have some good news for you!   And perhaps some bad news…at least to a degree.  For example, I can say without reservation that the Holy Bible or Scriptures truly do have the answers to life’s perplexing questions.  So then, how could that possibly be any degree of “bad news”?  Let me see if I can give you some information that will help you discern for yourself the complexity and yet the simplicity of the matter.  


I said the Scriptures truly have the answers to life’s perplexing questions, and that is a true statement.  So, let’s see if we can ask some questions and propose some answers to arrive at a proper conclusion.

WHAT ARE THE SCRIPTURES, OR THIS HOLY BIBLE YOU SPEAK OF? 

To begin to answer, travel with me to a passage in this book, called the Bible.  Go to II Timothy 3: 16, 17, which says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (King James Version).  The Bible claims for itself that it is the Word of God.  The English word, “inspiration” comes from a Greek word which means “air” or “breath”, hence comes the meaning “God’s breath”.  Therefore, our Bible comes from God Himself, as it is His “breath” so to speak.

But you object by saying, “Was not the Bible actually written by Men?  How can it be God’s breath?”  May I give you another passage to check out?  Look at II Peter 1:21, which says, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:  but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”  It is true the Bible was actually written over a period of some 1,400 years by about 40 or so human authors, and the passage in II Peter above explains how the God the Holy Spirit “bore” these men along and “superintended” the process of putting the very words of the Lord into the Scriptures using the natural talents and abilities of these men.

Again you object by saying that you do not believe the Bible is God’s Word and you do not accept it as absolute truth with no error.  It is my fervent desire to be able to help you.  I understand what you are saying, because I have been in the same place you are.  But let us continue to explore the possibility that the Bible actually IS the real Word of the Living God, and without error, and is all we need as a “guide-book” for daily living.

This book itself claims that it is truly the Word of God.  Review II Timothy 3:16, 17, and II Peter 1:21 as noted above.  Also, look with me at another passage located in the Gospel of John, at 17:17 which says, “Sanctify them through thy truth: Thy word is truth.”  This is a quote from a prayer of the Lord Jesus as He prayed to the Father.  He said that His Word was truth.  So, again we see the claim.


While Jesus was walking the earth, before the crucifixion and resurrection, He was often confronted by the Scribes and Pharisees and other religious leaders who made up situations to try to get Him to say something contrary to the Scriptures.  One such occasion involved the situation of a brother who died leaving no male child to carry on his name.  Moses instructed that a brother was to take the wife to himself and the first male child resulting from this union would be named after the deceased in order to preserve the line of that brother who had died...  They said there were 7 brothers in all, and they all died without issue and since all had the same woman as a wife, they asked whose wife she would be in the resurrection.  Now they asked this question because they did not believe in a bodily resurrection in the first place.  

So, how did Jesus answer this group?  In Matthew 22:29, “Jesus answered and said unto them, ‘ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God.”  He chided them for NOT knowing what the Scriptures had to say, especially since they were teachers of the people as to what the Scriptures instructed the people to be and do.  Here Jesus presupposes the Bible is the real Word of God, and it to be truth.

Over and over the Old Testament prophets declared the message they were delivering was “the word of the Lord”…see Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Jonah or any other OT prophetic book.  But many times, the nation Israel, just like us today, would totally reject the message and look for another “prophet” who would prophesy “good” for them and not “bad”.  Sounds just like today, does it not?  Many do not want to accept the Bible as really being God’s word, and will go to great lengths to add their own “spin” or interpretation to it, so that the message is one that “pleases” them.  Be assured that the Lord always gives to us His Truth, without any mixture of error, and does not ask if we “approve” of His message or not…rather to be accepted and blessed by Him, we must believe the Bible IS the Word of God and be obedient to His message.

May I give another passage for consideration?  Psalm 138:2 has this to say; “I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy loving-kindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.”  God has set His Word above His Name.  Now that is awesome…and should speak volumes to us.  Then again, Psalm 119:89 says: “For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.”  There is no question then, to the honest inquirer, as to the fact that the Bible IS God’s Word and it is forever settled.  This book claims to be from God Himself and a revelation of who He is, and who we are, and transcends all peoples and cultures, and gives us the answers for which we are searching.  

Observe some statements from the Bible:
· Heb 9:27  And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 

· 2Co 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.  (this verse if for Christians only)
· 1Jn 5:11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

· 1Jn 5:12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 

· 1Jn 5:13  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God. 

Just for argument’s sake, let’s say that you do not believe the Bible is God’s Word and is without error, and it does not apply to us today.  And, let’s say that I believe all the above.  You and I reach the end of this life at the same time, and we step out into eternity.  Much to your surprise, there is God…and when judgment time comes, the Bible is opened and we are judged according to what is written in this book.  At this point, you have lost everything and will be assigned to eternity without Christ…and that is forever.  Now, I have believed in the sayings of the Book and have confessed that Christ is my Savior and I believe Him, and what is written in His Book.  I have lived a very fulfilling life.  You believe you have lived a very fulfilling life.  But are you willing to trust your eternity upon what YOU THINK? Or what the Bible actually says?  
If the Bible is a myth, and is NOT absolute truth and the Word of the living God, and there is NO afterlife…then I will just die and that is the end of it.  I still have lived a very satisfying life and have no regrets.

BUT…what about you?  Now you are faced with a rude awakening.  You now find out that at the end of your life, there is an after-life…there is really a Living God…and He requires you to give an account of your life while here on the earth.  You have scorned His truth, refused to believe on His Son…where are you now going to spend eternity?  My friend…if you are reading this article…please consider…the Bible really IS God’s Word…it is absolute truth…it tells us all about God…and all about us…why I am here and what I need to do…and that there is coming a time when I must stand before a Holy God and give an account to Him…What have I done in reference to His Son?

What about you, dear reader?  Will you consider the claims of Christ?  The claims of His Precious Book?  Will you risk all eternity upon what you “think”…or what the Bible actually says?  My prayer is that you will diligently consider…and make a right choice!
One of the most persuasive “proofs” that the Bible is truly the Word of God to His creation, and His instructions for daily living is predictive prophecy.  That is, the predictions of things that will happen in the future, according to the time they were predicted.  For example, the birth of Christ, or Messiah was given centuries before it actually took place.  Many predictions have already taken place, and many are yet future for us.  There are said to be over 8,000 “predictive verses” in the Scriptures (Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy, J. Barton Payne).  

Dear reader, I do pray that if you are one who doubts the reliability of the Bible, the Holy Spirit is able to help understand this most import concept.  I would challenge you to begin reading this book and see for yourself.  If you will take me up on this challenge, start with the Gospel of John, the fourth book of the New Testament and read it through…not once but several times.  I am convinced that it will help you to arrive at a proper conclusion.

