PASTOR…BEWARE OF PREACHERS!

By: Jack Elliott


At first glance, you are probably saying, “What in the world is this all about?”  And perhaps rightly so.  Let me go back some years.  I came to know the Lord as a teenager in a charismatic church.  The people were hard working country people who loved their church and were not ashamed to worship the Lord in the way they knew best…loud and active.

While this may have been OK for enjoying the Lord, but it did not do much to help me understand the Bible and what it was trying to say to me…personally.  So I muddled along for several years not really learning much as far as doctrine or theology was concerned.

After a tour in the US Army, I married and after several years we were blessed with two children…one boy and one girl.  And, at this time in my life, I was not active at all for the Lord…actually I was not even attending church.  But the Lord has His ways, and began to convict me that the children needed to be in church to learn about Him.  Finally, I gave in and went.  The glad result of that was, my wife came to know the Lord, and I re-dedicated my life to the Lord.  As we began a new chapter in our lives, church attendance was a regular thing, and I was given new opportunities to share with other folks what the Lord had done for me.  

Over a period of time, I began to grow spiritually, as did my family and I was given some opportunities to help in Sunday school.  That I enjoyed very much.

Some time later the Lord called me to preach and I was off to Bible College.  This was later in life as I was in my mid-thirties by then.  I began my studies at Elkton Baptist College in Elkton, Maryland, and later transferred to Piedmont Bible College in Winston-Salem, NC.  

I was a very trusting person, taking people for their word.  It did not take me long to realize that even Christians, or at least many who claimed to be Christian, were less than honest and truthful in their dealings with others.  As days turned into weeks, and then months and then years, I was introduced to a whole new concept…Christians and those claiming to be Christian would actually lie to you and do lots of under-handed stuff in order to get ahead themselves.

This was a rude awakening for me.  If you could not trust a “Christian”, then who could you trust?  As time went on and I met other people, especially Pastors, many shared with me that one of the things I would have to watch for on my journey for the Lord was other “preachers” who would actually undermine my ministry in order to enhance their success.  I can tell you this was a difficult thing for me to accept.  Actually, at first introduction to this concept, I just did not believe that it would actually happen.  I could not understand what would drive some of these men to tell me such things as this had happened in their ministries!  How could one Christian, especially a preacher stoop to such tactics?  I had a lot of trouble grasping that truth.

But, truth it is…I have found out by personal experience there are a lot of wolves out there in sheep’s clothing.  What a sad state of affairs we are now in.  

I have now been in the ministry long enough myself to personally experience such ungodly things.  I have friends who have endured the same such things and confided in me some of their innermost feelings.  

We have way too many people who have that Pharisaical attitude these days…nobody is as good as they are, and certainly not as spiritual.  There are many “Sauls” who are willing to destroy “Davids” in order to prosper their own journey.

I must admit that when I first began to hear stories such as this, I did not believe them.  I decided there must be some misunderstanding here…surely one preacher would not try to destroy the ministry of another…Lord, can this be so??   Well, I am afraid that in the real world it is not only possible…but happens more times than we might think.

So my dear friend if you are the Pastor of a church and another preacher comes and wants to join your church…BEWARE!  Trouble is not far away.  That trouble will turn to undermining, then to a campaign to discredit you, and finally to damnable lies out of the pit to get you out of the pulpit in which God placed you and asked you to perform a work for Him.  Why?  These people want a church…a pulpit…a place to preach and be in charge of others and they don’t care what they have to do in order to get it.

I have experienced the plunging of the dagger into my back…the face to face attacks in business meeting…the spewing forth of pure hate from their mouths as they spit and sputter…lies of all kinds…just to get the pulpit which the Lord did not give to them.

Many of my friends have testified to me of the same kind of treatment…it happens way too many times.  What is happening here??

Bottom of the pile is…Satan.  He is in the business of destroying people…and churches if you will let him.  If you are reading this note, and have been or are now involved in helping to “purge” a pulpit at your church…RUN…get away from that crowd.  God has placed a man in that pulpit to labor for Him.  If he is not doing as you think he should…begin on your knees and pray much…hard…fervent…for the Lord’s help.  

There is one thing I have found that works for me…rather than cause a lot of trouble and more division in a church…I will just leave and ask the Lord to lead me in a new direction for Him.  He is always good and He always comes through!!  Romans 8:28 is still there and it still works.  God will deal with the “intruder” just like He dealt with King Saul.  In His time and in His way He will take care of all the details.  I have found Him to be faithful…even though I have endured the trials and tribulations of more than one “preacher” who just had to have my pulpit, the Lord has always “leveled” the playing field.  

So my dear Pastor friend, if you have been “broadsided” by another “preacher” and maybe even had your pulpit stolen (as mine was), or even had the church torn up with the loss of many people, just remember to make sure of your own standing and walk before the Lord, and that “the cows always come home” so to speak.  By that I mean, that as you and I forgive (the really hard part, here) and pray for the one who has just wrecked your ministry, I am convinced that the Lord will take care of things.  And as we walk in purity, innocence and uprightness before Him, and leave all the details to Him…He will take care of the situation…and He will take care of you.  He said He would and since He is God…He cannot lie!!

And so, my brother and fellow laborer keep looking unto Jesus.  He will open for you the doors of ministry that pleases Him.  Don’t look back…don’t hold hard feelings…forgive…forge on ahead for our Lord knowing that every one of us must one day stand before Him and give an account of our work.  And I for one, do not want to stand before Him on that great and awful day and have to give an account of the fact that I was responsible for the wrecking and damaging of the ministry that the Lord has given to another brother…what an awful thought…and it seems there will be no lack of those who will be in that position…

My brother…hold on…keep the faith…you be faithful…you be diligent…remember there are rewards for faithfulness in ministry.

