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In today’s local church we hear a lot about “outreach”, and how important it is.  We might then pose the question “What is Outreach and how do we do it?”  Good question.    This term has become almost synonymous with “evangelism”, and evangelism has become a very broad term that today includes what some years ago would have been called “advertising”.  


To many the term “outreach” now includes anything from soul winning to getting the name of the local church out where other folks can see it.  So, for our purpose, let’s think in very general terms  and include all the above.  With that idea in mind, what are some ways that we  “do outreach” at our church?  


Of course, there is soul winning.  We accomplish this through our church services as we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and offer folks the opportunity to respond through the invitation.  Then, on a personal level, we practice this outreach as we speak to other people on a one-on-one basis.  This is also called “witnessing” by many.  It involves an active attempt to share with people their need for Christ as their personal Savior.  


Some churches have what they call a “visitation” program.  There is usually a certain night during the week set aside where all who will meet at the church and then go out on individual assignments mostly in groups of two.  During this time one group might call on the visitors that attended that past Sunday, while other groups might attempt to visit those on a certain street.  Still others might try to visit folks that have asked for a visit from the church, or those that some other family member or friend has requested the church to visit.  There may even be a group that would visit a particular Rest Home.  


Our Newsletter is certainly one avenue of “outreach”.  Not only do we provide news of happenings in the church, but as we give copies away, we are indeed “doing outreach”.  There is information about our church and pastor,  a church calendar, and articles from the Pastor and other members who would like to write one.   There are always people who need a “church home” and they can find much information about our church from reading our Newsletter.


Our weekly bulletin is another means of “outreach”, as visitors and others can get a glimpse of the order of our services,  announcements, what we believe,  our missionaries and some prayer requests.


Another “outreach” that we now have is our web page at www.northridge-baptist.org.  The internet is a very effective and useful means of telling the world about our church and the Rock upon which it is built...Jesus Christ.  It gives us a means of “advertising” our existence, sharing prayer requests and other information.  It is good for our members and “potential” members.  Again, many people are surfing the web, and we want to help them find Christ.  


We have plans of continually adding information to help people study the Bible, find spiritual healing and comfort and to send out warnings about things and doctrines that are unbiblical.  Therefore, seeing we have all these avenues of “outreach”, please pray regularly and at the same time ask how you can be involved in helping these avenues to prosper and bear fruit for the Master.


All these methods of outreach are great and I am thankful for them all.  But the one thing we need to remember is that Prayer is what drives all the gears and cogs in the vehicle called “outreach”.  Therefore, pray always.....and while praying , be sure to give thanks to our Heavenly Father who has blessed us at Northridge beyond our  thinking!  He is Faithful...let us be like Him!

